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Hughes Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal People, the traditional owners and custodians of this land.

Principal’s Message

Dear Hughes PS Families & Community,

Principal:
Nina McCabe
Deputy Principal:
Sarah Harris
Executive Teacher:
Kirsty Stewart
Executive Teacher:
Nicole Merchant
Preschool Teacher:
Susan Jones
Business Manager:
Lauren Harwin
School Secretary:
Karen Stone-Tolcher
IEC Office:
Pansy Sung
Gaye Broad
P&C President:
Kate Diggle
Board Chairperson:
Tony Cox

The term is certainly moving along very
quickly—who can believe we are coming to
the end of the school year! A huge thanks in
advance to our parent volunteers who will
join with staff volunteers to ensure our disco
tonight will be so successful! The weather is
simply stunning today. However we have
encouraged children to bring an additional
layer of clothing tonight (that is labelled
with their name) and can be easily taken off
whilst we work up a sweat busting our
Term 4 planning days (pupil free): The
moves out on the dance floor.
second planning day for term four is
scheduled for Monday 28 November 2022.
Supporting transitions: This time of year
brings transitions into sharp focus for staff, Planning days provide an important
families and students. Two ideas anchor our opportunity for our staff to undertake
training, plan for the remainder of the term
work with children at this time:
and the year ahead and finalise end of year
• Being human is about experiencing a full
student reporting which can't be done
emotional range
during class time. While students may wish
• Change is a constant throughout life.
to use these days to catch up on homework
Our collective challenge, as adults and
and / or assignments, no additional work
educators, is to equip young people with
will be allocated to them on these days.
skills and relationships that will support
Families may like to use these as wellbeing
them through change. Preparation for the
days for their children. Students who can't
year ahead is balanced with holding space, stay at home will be able to attend school
to allow them to experience the excitement, and be supervised while undertaking
curiosity and energy that comes with
general learning activities. Please confirm
uncertainty. Each of our cohorts will be part attendance with our front office via email
of transition events in the remaining weeks karen.stone-tolcher@ed.act.edu.au.
of term that will expose them to less familiar Assessment and Reporting: Teachers have
people, places and programs. Exploring
been working continuously on assessment
spaces, connecting with new friends, and
and reporting during Semester 2.
sharing learning are activities that will take Assessment and reporting are two key
high priority.
elements to the teaching and learning
This week we commenced our transition of
Pre-schoolers to Kindergarten, and
welcomed our incoming preschool cohort
for 2023. We will have a second transition
day for Pre-schoolers and Kindergarten
students in Week 8. We will have a
transition day for students Years 1-6 on
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Thursday 15 December from 9:15am –
12:00pm to allow all students to spend time
in their 2023 classrooms with their 2023
class teacher and peers. You will receive an
email on the Wednesday 7 December
outlining your child’s 2023 class placement
and important information pertaining to
2023 beginning of the school year dates
(class placement letters for incoming
Kindergarten students will be sent out
earlier).
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process. Teachers assess student progress
formatively throughout the year and report
on how a student is progressing against
achievement standards for each learning
area or subject in the Australian Curriculum.
The Australian Curriculum Achievement
Standards describe the knowledge, skills and
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Principal’s Message continued
understandings a student is expected to learn in each subject for their year level. Hughes Primary School
is committed to providing accurate and comprehensive information on student progress to students,
parents and teachers in order to:
• Improve and support student learning;
• Determine future directions in learning; Identify areas of strength;
• Identify areas of strength;
• Identify areas for future development;
• Establish and maintain open communication and partnerships.

Semester 2 Reports will be emailed to parents and carers on Friday 2 December (Week 8). A reminder
that reports will not contain written comments. Please ensure your email address is up to date on our
records—you can email karen.stone-tolcher@ed.act.edu.au to check. As usual, teachers are ready and
willing to talk to you about your child’s progress. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any areas
of concern that you would like to discuss.
Have an eSafe Summer: On the 22nd and 24th November from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, the ACT Education
and Training Directorate’s eSafety team will deliver parent and carer webinars on: • staying safe online
over the summer school holidays • family technology agreements • gift guides • and more! The webinars
are suitable for parents of students in preschool to Year 12. Please see the flyer on page 3 of this
newsletter for registration details.
Lots of exciting excursions, assemblies and events have happened and are continuing to happen over the
next little while…check out the remainder of the newsletter for more details.
Warm regards
Nina McCabe
Principal

Our wonderful netballers at the Netball Assembly held on Friday 11 November.
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P&C Gingerbread House Fundraiser
The P&C is running a gingerbread house fundraiser again this year - with chocolate,
traditional, and gluten free gingerbread houses available. $15 from each house will
go directly to the P&C. By buying a delicious gingerbread house you can help to fund
library and classroom resources for Hughes Primary, as well as contributing to big
projects like the covered outdoor learning area. A great Christmas gift or an activity
for the whole family in the lead up to Christmas - or maybe just for the kids if they're
looking for something to do for the first week of the holidays!

Order at https://share.gingerbreadfolk.com.au/6m9VqP before the 30th November
and your gingerbread house will be delivered to your door.

HUGHES

NEWS

7

PAGE

T E R M

8

4

I S S U E

3

TERM 4
November
Wednesday

23 November Preschool Interviews
CEIS

Monday

28 November Pupil Free Day

Tuesday

29 November Preschool Visit 2
Kindergarten Transition Visit 2

Wednesday

30 November 2023 Kindergarten Information Night

December
Friday

2 December

Market Day

Tuesday

6 December

Owls End of Year Celebrations

Thursday

8 December

Last day of Canteen

Friday

9 December

2023 Book Pack note due
Butterflies End of Year Celebrations
Hughes Christmas Carols

Monday

12 December K-6 Celebration of Learning Assembly

Tuesday

13 December Year 6 Graduation Ceremony

Wednesday

14 December Year 6 End of Year Excursion

Thursday

15 December Year 6 Dinner & Disco

Friday

16 December Last day of Term 4
2023 Book Packs

A reminder to families that your child’s 2023 book pack is now available for ordering through
the school. Parents and carers are asked to make payment for their child’s book pack
directly to the school either through QuickWeb or with Cash.
The cost per child for the 2023 book pack is $68.00.
The book pack note is due to the front office by 3.30pm on Friday 9 December 2022.
Please see the front office for a book pack note or email karen.stone-tolcher@ed.act.edu.au
if you would like an electronic copy of the note emailed home.

HUGHES

NEWS

HUGHES

NEWS

T E R M

4

I S S U E

3

PAGE

SHINE
SHINE! We had our Hughes Shine showcase in week 4.
We had a lot of fun watching and performing our acts. A lot of kids
performed great acts. We have a lot of talent at Hughes. Lots of
students encouraged their friends to get on stage and show their
passion and backgrounds. Parents came to support their talented
children’s performances. Everyone enjoyed it very much. We had a
variety of acts because we have a lot of different backgrounds and
passion. It was so exciting to watch a whole variety of acts.
Written by Catalina, Charlotte and Eliza (Year 3)

CHRISTMAS
CAROLS AND
SINGALONG
Date:

Friday 9 December

Where: Bimberi oval
Time:

5.30pm sausage sizzle
6.00pm program
commences

Bring along a picnic rug/chairs
and Christmas cheer!
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Kindergarten Health Check Program - Catch Up Clinics

REMINDER:

Was your kindergarten child absent on the day/s the kindy health check team attended the school
in Term 2? Parents would have received an ‘absent letter’ informing them of their child’s absence
and inviting them to phone Central Health intake to make a Kindergarten Catch Up appointment.

Monday 28 November

Appointments are held in the City Health Centre, Level 2, 1 Moore Street, Canberra City, and are
available from Friday 9th December until Friday December 16th.
Parents can call Central Health Intake on 5124 9977 to make this appointment. When there is a
queue, they offer a call back service. Parents may choose this option to retain their spot in the
queue and receive a call back in turn.

Piano Teachers:
Emma Drew 0451 373 221
emsmusic@yahoo.com

Katrina Rivera 0466 559 347
katrinariverapiano@gmail.com

For mums social outings:
Hughesps-mums@googlegroups.com
To join email 2emmadrew@gmail.com
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