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Last Wednesday night, we had a most        

magnificent book launch by the Owls and 

Butterflies in our school library. Testament to 

the reputation Susan has now built with      

preschool functions, the attendance was   

enormous, and totally showcased the           

incredible relationships between the teachers, 

students and families of the preschool. Each 

preschool group wrote a most fascinating and 

highly convoluted story, with many twists and 

turns, that delighted the audience. Mr Porter 

was the guest reader and entertained the large 

audience with his rendition of both stories. 

Thank you to everyone for coming out to     

support this truly beautiful event, I am sure 

you will read the stories and keep them for 

many years, bringing them out from time to 

time with very fond memories. 

The excellence of teachers at Hughes is    

something we are all very proud of, thank you 

Susan, Kate and Colina for this wonderful 

learning opportunity for our youngest       

members of the school, to be motivated by 

their peer Emily and making this happen! 

Congratulations to Mercedes, Safira and      

Lauren who attended a successful Country Cup 

Gymnastic Competition in Tamworth last 

weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Journey is organised for          

Wednesday of Week 10, from 8.30 – 10.45am.    

Please come along and be guided through 

some learning experiences with your child  

during this time. All areas of the school will be 

open for you to visit and spend time with your 

child as they proudly showcase the amazing 

work undertaken this term. 

What a marvellous end to the week with our 

first ever “Great Book Swap” to acknowledge 

indigenous literacy day and raising funds to 

buy books for indigenous children in remote 

areas of Australia. 

I was so very proud of Ashleigh, Riley, Kyler, 

Eleanor and Allira  for displaying excellent 

Hughes’ values, opinions and knowledge of our 

school  and impressive leadership skills when 

talking with the Chief Minister Andrew Barr 

and Minister Joy Burch when they visited our 

school.  

Thank you parents and carers, for supporting 

this cause and allowing your children to donate 

the books for the swap. I would like to make 

this a new ritual in our year, knowing how 

much students love reading at the school, it 

seems very fitting to promote reading in this 

way. The elated faces of all children who 

swapped a book is now a highlight of my year! 

Create some time in the warmer spring air and 

sunshine over the weekend, Kate 
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Diversity, Inclusion and Wellbeing 

Our three bands have completed successful combined band practices in the last few 

weeks.  Our 3/4 Fife and drum band attended Yarralumla Primary School.  Our Year 5       

woodwind band hosted Curtin Primary at Hughes and our Year 6 Woodwind band attend    

Curtin Primary.  Each band performed a number of songs to the audience and enjoyed playing 

in a larger band.  The Year 6 band will perform at the IEC graduation on Friday 18 September. 

Introductory English Centre 

The IEC has just reached 79 students and we have employed our 6th and 7th teacher.  We    

welcome Nicole Hughes in Blue Lily and Jasmina Tarle who will work across all the classes for 

the remainder of the term.  We are currently working with Wanniassa Hills IEC in resetting our 

enrolment boundaries to assist with the large number of enrolments.  The IEC teachers held 

another successful parents session on reading with your child at home which was attended by 

a number of our IEC parents.  The IEC will graduate 23 students on the 19 September.  All   

parents are welcome to attend.  Our English speaking classes for parents are still running on 

Friday mornings in the art room.  It is fantastic to see many of our parents using this free     

service.  A big thank you to Woden Community Services for providing the wonderful tutors. 

SRC 

The SRC have been working with Google Forms to conduct their class meetings.  We should 

see some new larger bins in our playground shortly to assist with the rubbish problem.  The 

SRC have also been encouraging students to bring NUDE food to school on Friday’s for the rest 

of the year.  NUDE food day is where all food that comes to school does not contain any   

wrapping including glad bags, plastic bags and glad wrap.  The SRC have also been taking the 

skipping ropes outside at lunch on Monday, Wednesday and Friday in preparation for the skip 

off in week 10. 

Rohan Evans, Deputy Principal 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2015 

 

This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this program 

we will be able to get new educational resources for our school/early learning centre – and all we 

need you to do is shop for your groceries at Woolworths. 

From Wednesday 15th July to Tuesday 8th September, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Stickers.  You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, 

tobacco and gift cards). Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn 

Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here 

at the school or at your local Woolworths.  
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Positive Postcards 

We have invented a new way of communicating, celebrating, supporting and acknowledging 

the successes of our students at Hughes Primary School, through ‘Positive Postcards’. Positive 

Postcards feature a student’s artwork on the front cover and a kind word of praise and        

positivity written by your child’s teacher on the back.  The purpose of the postcards is to      

celebrate and communicate the successes of all children, big and small. An average of two 

postcards will be sent home by each classroom teacher acknowledging and celebrating    

something positive about a student in their class. The postcards may be given to the student in 

person by the teacher or mailed in the post. The postcards are not ‘awards’, rather      

acknowledgements of success.  

Key areas for success include: 

 Outstanding classroom achievement 

 Demonstrating the ‘CARE’ values 

 Qualities of a true leader 

 For ‘having a go’ and being brave 

 Just for being you 

 Embodying the HPS spirit 

You may like to display the postcard at home, for example on the  

refrigerator door.  
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5 Effective Spelling Strategies 

Teachers across the school are using the 5 Effective Spelling Strategies outlined in Christine Topfer and 
Deirdre Arendt’s “Guiding Thinking for Effective Spelling” book. You may like to support your child at 
home with their spelling when writing, by using the word prompts in each box. Encouraging your child 
to identify the strategy and employ its use when attempting to spell a challenging word. The more 
spelling strategies, the more effective speller and improved spelling!       - Mat McRae 

 

 

Sound Strategy 
Writing words by hearing the sounds 

 
Is it a word I can break into chunks? 

Tem/per/a/ture 
Can I sound out the word to hear all the 

letters? 
Can I change the pronunciation of the 

word to help me spell it better? 

 

Visual Strategy 
Writing words by thinking about the 

way the word looks or by thinking about 
letter patterns  

 
Does the word have other words in-

side of it? 
Can I think of other words with the 

same letter pattern? 

 

Meaning Strategy 
Writing words by thinking of their structure 

and meaning 
 

Is it a compound word? Such as 
 foot-ball 
Is it made of a base word with a prefix or 

suffix, such as dresser? 

 

Connecting Strategy 
Writing words by using what you al-
ready know about words or using a 

memory trick 
 

Is it a word I can use a memory trick 
or mnemonic? 

Can I think of another word that 
sounds the same or looks the 

                       Checking Strategy 

Checking your spelling using people, word walls, dictionaries, posters, spellcheck or search engines 
Can I ask a friend or find the word on a poster or word wall? 
Can I look the word up in the dictionary or word search it on the internet? 
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Preschool Book Launch 
On Wednesday 26th August 2015, the Owls and Butterflies hosted their own book launch in 

the library. The event was a complete success, with parents and families coming to hear the 

very first book reading by Mr Porter and to have their book personally signed by their very 

own Owl or Butterfly. The book launch coincided with National Book Week and what a      

perfect way to celebrate books, with a book launch. The Owls and Butterflies hosted the 

event serving sparkling water and snacks whilst their parents and carers mingled and spent 

time reading the two stories created by the Owls and Butterflies. A special thank you to   

Emily and Melissa Squire for all of the creativity, time and energy you both put into the book 

launch as well as your generous donations to the book raffle. Also at the launch, parents and 

carers had an opportunity to view the Owls and Butterflies Learning Journals.  

The Owls and Butterflies blew us away with their published book, such creativity in their 

writing and illustrations.   

A huge thank you to Susan, Colina, Kate, Liz and Maryanne for all of 

your excellent organisation, time, energy and enthusiasm, making the 

event an enormous success. Thank you to Mr Adam Porter for reading 

both stories with such animation and humour! Thank you to Mrs 

Smith for taking photos and capturing the moment. Thank you to all 

of the teachers who participated and supported the event with your 

presence.  

Thank you to all the parents, carers and families who made it on the 

night. Thank you for providing delicious snacks and treats as well as 

your contributions in attending the launch and purchasing tickets for 

the raffle. We are currently  

working out the total money 

raised from the event, so watch 

this space! 

Mat McRae 
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DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

September 2015 

Thu 10th  Ride and Walk to School Clinics (3-6) 

Fri  11th  Book Week Celebrations 

Fri 11th  Assembly 

Fri 11th  Community Kitchen Launch 

Fri 18th  IEC Graduation Assembly 

Wed 23rd  Learning Journeys 

Fri 25th  Assembly 

Fri 25th  Last day of Term 3 

October 2015 

Mon 12th  First day of Term 4 
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Hughes Primary School P&C Association 

International Extravaganza Raffle 

 

This week, the eldest child in each family will receive raffle tickets to sell on behalf of the 

school.  The raffle is part of our fundraising efforts for the International Extravaganza, which 

will be held on Saturday, 21 November 2015 at 4.00-8.00pm.  All money raised will help   

purchase new audio visual equipment for the school hall. 

Please support the school by selling as many tickets as possible to family, friends,           

neighbours, sporting teammates and colleagues – or simply purchase the tickets yourself for 

a chance to win sensational prizes! 

This year, the school is absolutely thrilled to offer the following: 

 1st prize  Stressless chair, valued at $3000, thanks to Sears Morton 

 2nd prize $1000 cash, thanks to Hughes Primary School P&C Association 

 3rd prize  18 holes of golf for four people including cars, valued at $380, thanks to       

   Federal Golf Club 

 4th prize  Cooking with kids hamper, valued at $170, thanks to IKEA 

 5th prize  Dinner for two at Promenade Café, valued at $138, thanks to Hyatt Hotel    

   Canberra. 

Winners will be announced at the International Extravaganza! 

Tickets cost $2.50 each (or $25.00 for each book).  Additional books of tickets can be         

collected from the front office.  

As an added incentive, the top three students who sell the most tickets will be awarded gift       

certificates from Westfield Shopping Centre to the value of $50, $40 and $30!  SO GET    

SELLING! 

Tickets must be returned to the school with the correct money (cash or cheque only) by the 

due date, Week 10, Term 3, Friday 25 September 2015.  Students who have arranged to sell 

additional tickets will be given additional time to return tickets by the end of Week 1, Term 

4, Friday, 16 October 2015. 

Any questions to Raffle Coordinator Mandy Edlington by email                                      

hughesprimaryraffle@gmail.com  or contact your teacher. 

Happy selling!  This is a terrific way to contribute to our dearly loved school! 
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Preschool Enrolments 2016 

Do you have a child who turns 4 by April 30th 2016?                                    
Do you live in Hughes?                                                                                         

Enrolments for Preschool are now open.  

Please contact the school front office on 62055699 for                               
further information. 

TABLES TO GIVEAWAY 

We have changed over the style of tables we use in Hughes Primary School and 
would like the old ones to be re-used if possible. 

They are made by Sebel, are very clean, blue/grey laminex tops screwed onto 
black square tubular frames. 

Please contact the front office if you would like a table or two.  We are unable to 
help with transporting of tables. 
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