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Hughes Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal People, the traditional owners and custodians of this land.
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Positive Education: As part of our
implementation of the Geelong Grammar
Positive Education curriculum, we have a
school wide focus on understanding
strengths. Character Strengths can positively
influence the way we think, feel and behave.
Through a series of guiding questions, our
staff and students are investigating and
developing their understanding of character
strengths through a variety of learning
engagements including: strength spotting in
rich literature, identifying their own
strengths, undertaking gratitude activities
and learning about the aspects of Hope
Theory. If you are interested in learning
more about strengths and how they can be
utilised at home to support the wellbeing of
your children and family, publications by
both Dr Justin Coulson https://www.
happyfamilies.com.au/ and Professor Lea
Waters https://www.leawaters.com/ are
excellent resources. Students today
watched this simple and highly informative
clip on Character Strengths as part of our
virtual assembly: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLUOlLRbazA

feeling safe and talking about it. Safety
networks are explored, and two key
messages are highlighted.
• We all have the right to feel safe all the

time
• Nothing is so awful we can’t talk about it

with someone.
You can find further information about
Protective Behaviours online at http://
www.protective-behaviours.org.au or of
course, through your child’s class teacher.

Playground supervision: At lunch and recess
(in addition to the clubs that happen across
the school) we have three teachers on
playground duty as well as a minimum of
two Learning Support Assistants providing
targeted support. We also have staff who
pop out and play a game of soccer or meet a
small group of kids in the garden. So, whilst
always a minimum of five staff, we at times
see seven or eight staff out with children.
Staff on duty wear yellow high visibility vests
so that children can identify them easily if
help is needed. We encourage children to
always seek help from the teacher on duty.
Luke McKay (our fulltime Youth Worker) led The reality is that we sometimes have
the whole school in a game of Character
issues to follow up from unstructured play
Strengths Bingo! Great fun!
at break times as all schools do. Children are
learning every day and sometimes that
Protective Behaviours: At Hughes PS, the
learning occurs through making mistakes.
Protective Behaviours program is an
We view and value every interaction as a
important element of our social and
learning experience and know that
emotional development and wellbeing
inappropriate choices are part of learning
practices. We aim to ensure students are
from time to time.
mindful of the importance of being safe,
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Principal’s Message continued
Our approach to follow up involves these steps:
- collecting information from all children involved - every child’s voice is valued;
- determining if a school expectation has been broken;
- discussing with the child what they wanted to achieve and how they could do this more
appropriately as well as the impact their choice had on others;
- when relevant, a restorative discussion to talk through what happened, the impact on others and
how this will be avoided in future;
- consequences put in place for hurting others, e.g. from time off the playground up to suspension for

continued occurrences or extreme violence;
- contact with parents for any issues involving hurting, or ongoing concerns - we want to work in
partnership; and
- documentation of the incident on our student administration system.
We have found that use of this very systematic approach helps children to understand what happened,
why and how they could use more appropriate strategies to achieve a need. If you would like to discuss
this approach in more detail, please get in contact with:
Kirsty Stewart (Executive Teacher Preschool – Year 2 kirsty.stewart@ed.act.edu.au);
Nicole Merchant (Executive Teacher Years 3 – 6 nicole.merchant@ed.act.edu.au) or
Sarah Harris (Deputy Principal and Team Leader for IEC and LSUA sarah.harris@ed.act.edu.au).
Save the Polar Bears: Congratulations to Hughes PS for our very successful fundraiser yesterday to
‘Save the Polar Bears’. This initiative - which raised $580 - was instigated by Bridget, Millie, Ollie L and
Matilda. As a school, we were keen to support these students regarding their social concern about the
declining numbers of polar bears. A very casual week for me as I came to school in my PJs on three days
(to support our fundraiser and to participate in ‘Sleep Over Day’ at the preschool with both our Owls
and Butterflies groups). Wearing my normal attire next week might come as a bit of shock!
Warmest regards
Nina McCabe
Principal
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Stranger Safety Message
This is reminder to help our children understand the importance of stranger safety and the
need to report any unusual incidents or approaches to staff immediately.
If you become aware of an incident, or notice anyone acting suspiciously around a school or
child, contact police immediately on 131 444 or in the case of an emergency call 000. If you
witness incidents or if you have any information that could assist Police, contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000. Information can be provided anonymously.
Please support us to keep our children safe by having conversations about moving safely
around the community and what to do if they ever feel unsafe. You may wish to visit the
AFP website section on Child Safety for tips. In addition, the Safety4Kids is a nongovernment
website that has useful information and links. The Constable Kenny website
also has a number of tips for parents.
The school and the Education Directorate will continue to work with ACT Policing on this
issue.
Contact: schooloperations@act.gov.au
Phone: 6205 3313
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Scholastic Book Club Orders
Our latest Scholastic Book Club orders have been distributed this week
so please keep an eye out for them coming home with your child! The
books are packaged up in our re-useable book bags, so I’d be grateful if
you could please return the empty book club bags to the box in reception
to be used for future orders. Thanks to everyone who placed an order
and helped us to earn free books and teaching materials for our classrooms.
Bonnie, Book Club Coordinator
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