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Term 1 ends far too soon for my liking, what 

a whirlwind of a term.  As I I write from my 

sickbed today, I reflect and am genuinely 

amazed at the swiftness of this term. 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the    

dedication and strengths of two fabulous 

teachers, Ms Liz Aedy and Ms Taylor       

Johnston for their amazing work on Year 5 

and Year 4.  Filling in for another teacher is a 

big job and both of these teachers have 

done so brilliantly. Thank you both very 

much for the positive difference you have 

made.  We will miss you and wish you well in 

your next endeavours. 

Ms Reeve will commence her Year 5 class 

next term, and we are thrilled her foot has 

healed as well as it has, allowing her to begin 

her placement here at Hughes. I know she is 

very eager to get into things! 

Last week we farewelled Mrs Kerri Clark, and 

next term, Mr Rohan Evans joins our team as 

Deputy Principal.  He is also very excited to 

become a member of this amazing learning 

community. 

This week, on 10c Tuesday, we collectively 

raised the amount of $1273 to help support 

Donna TK in her endeavours to improve the 

life of children overseas, thank you everyone 

for fossicking out all those ten cent pieces 

and to the group of beaut parents who gave 

up time to come in and  count them all up 

and bank them!! Talk about "team work 

making the dream work!!" 

Please remember that school commences on 

Tuesday, not the Monday of Week 1.  We 

hope you and your family will have            

opportunity to commemorate this very    

special ANZAC Day during the holidays. 

Thanks to the P & C Extravaganza Committee 

of Charlie, Tamsin and Kylie and the work 

you are already putting into making sure this 

special day in November will be a high      

success again...keep posted for more        

information on how you can help and how 

your contribution of time, work, cooking, 

preparing, gathering prizes etc is needed and 

greatly appreciated.  

I look forward to listening to Rostrum 

speeches next term, I know students make a 

head start on preparing their speeches.    

Topics this year are:  

The ANZAC'S 

Light 

sheep 

The best things  about my home are... 

If I could fix... 

Life before TV. 

These topics should provide for some       

sensational 3 minute speeches.  

I wish you all a happy and healthy holiday, 

and look forward to hearing about your   

stories of did adventures undertaken next 

term!  Until then, create some awesome  

holiday moments.  

Kate Smith 



 

 

NAPLAN 2015 – Year 3 and Year 5 Parents/Carers  

This week, a note has been sent home for you about NAPLAN, together with an ‘ Information for 

parents’ flyer, to provide you with more information about NAPLAN.  In it, for example, you will 

find the NAPLAN 2015 tests timetable, the four areas or ‘domains’ of testing, and the time      

allocations for each. 

Please note that all students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 are encouraged to participate in NAPLAN 

tests.  However, as the flyer outlines, the school principal can provide parents and carers with 

more information about special provisions or the process required to gain a formal exemption, if 

you are concerned about your child’s ability to participate in one or more of the tests.  Any     

requests for special provisions or formal exemptions must be received by the school by Friday, 

May 1 2015.  

A parent NAPLAN information session will be held at Hughes Primary School, in the Library, on 

Wednesday 29 April, from 3.00pm – 4.00pm, for any interested parents. 

Further information about NAPLAN can be found at http://www.nap.edu.au/  

 

Helen Cox  

Executive Teacher of Achievement & Potential 

 

School access and parking 

As you are all aware the school gates are locked at 9.00 am 

and re-opened after   students have left in the afternoon.  

This is to avoid congestion and accidents occurring.  

Only staff are to park within the gated area, it is not       

available for parent parking or student drop off.  We ask  

that you please adhere to this protocol and park/pickup  

students outside the gated area. 

The Church located next to the school have always been very generous allowing   

parents to park in their carpark to drop off or pick up children. 

Thank you. 
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Preschool News 

It is unbelievable to think that the slightly nervous children who started school 10 weeks ago have   

developed into the fun, exciting and creative individuals they are.  

In both groups many of the children are really embracing the whole school focus of ‘Create’.  Some   

delight in exploring their creative talents through drawing, painting, junk modelling, paper technology 

and collage with a range of resources.  Creating clear representations or exploring shape, colour and 

textures in their abstract creations.  Some are passionate creators of narratives, through developing 

themes in their large role play, with the small world, descriptions for their construction models, 

adapting and extending favourite stories and some fantastic books and 

stories to accompany drawings.  Others are wonderful 3D creators, 

also using a whole range of materials, from the junk boxes, the clay, 

‘magic sand’ and a large variety of small construction resources such as 

the Lego or K-nex.  

We have also had the opportunity to extend some fun interests in both 

groups.  While the Owls wonderfully travelled to the solar system on 

their visit to the ‘portable planetarium’, hosted a ‘princess tea party’ 

and enjoyed hot chocolate and marshmallows around a camp fire, the 

Butterflies fascination with ‘superheroes’ developed into some        

sensational cross curricula investigations, through the creation of a 

large book and story, role play themes, amazing models and              

fantastically scientific investigations into volcanos.  The use of Bicarb of 

Soda and vinegar in the creation of the volcano, led to the discovery of 

other scientific experiments using the same ingredients.  So far they 

have inflated balloons and made exploding ‘snowballs’.  

Along with this, the Owls and Butterflies have continued to develop 

their social skills, building on our focus words of being… respectful,  

cooperative, considerate, investigators and discoverers.  

As you were aware during week 7, we were joined by Lane and Brigid 

from the Children’s Policy and Regulation Unit, as they conducted the 

National Quality Standards Accreditation process.  The children      

wonderfully made both ladies feel very welcome and it was delightful 

to listen as the children introduced themselves and asked interesting 

questions.  We are waiting for the provisional report and will keep you 

informed. Thank you for your support. 

As the term ends we sadly say goodbye to Tom who is returning to the 

UK, he will be missed and we hope you have a great time Tom.  We are 

also very sad to be saying farewell to Leonie, who has been a central 

member of the support team within the preschool.  She has promised 

to visit, however we will miss her enormously, but wish her an amazing 

time as she returns to her previous work.  

Susan, Maryanne, Michelle, Colina, Kate, Leonie and Michelle  
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Blue Gum News 

This term has seen the beginning of Blue Gum’s Water Therapy program.  On Thursdays the 

students, along with Donna, Fiona and Yelena have been walking up to Malkara School to use 

their Therapy Pool over lunch.  Everyone has thoroughly enjoyed this great opportunity. 

Yelena and Fiona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Autism Awareness Day  

On Tuesday the 2nd of April, the whole of Hughes Primary and the Preschool celebrated 

World Autism Awareness Day.  To promote this awareness many staff and 

students dressed in BRIGHT colours to represent the bright personalities 

of children diagnosed with autism.  Each class joined in on discussions 

about autism and then were given the chance to enter the design a 

‘Sensory Puzzle Piece’ competition.  This competition will be judged next 

term, with the winners being given the chance to CREATE their projects 

later in the year.  The finished puzzle will be used in Blue Gum’s ‘Chill Out 

Room’. 

Well Done Hughes! 
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KS Tea Tree, KH Red Box and KP Hakea News 

It’s extraordinary to think that the Kinders have already reached the end of Term 1, and that 

their enthusiasm and engagement towards their learning is unabated.  

So far they have – learnt phonemes and camera words, had a go writing a multitude of literacy 

tasks, been on an excursion to the Australian National Museum, developed understanding of 

families and created their own family tree, learnt numbers to 30 and how to add and subtract, 

acted like gymnasts during gross motor activities, enjoyed the experience of Harmony Day, 

participated in the classroom Rostrum speeches, joined in a variety of activities with their Year 

3 buddies, watched the performance of Cinderella and run a marathon for the school cross 

country (OK, maybe not ‘quite’ a marathon). 

The holidays are a chance for the students to recharge their batteries and enjoy……well……just 

being kids!  It’s important to remember that,  

before your child returns to school, review the 

different phonemes and camera words they 

have learnt, practice their counting, and get 

back into the routine of returning to school. 

Have a wonderful holiday and we look forward 

to seeing you all in Term 2. 

Alix Spinocchia, Jacinta Hunter and                 

Adam Porter 
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1C Hardenbergia News  

Dear Parents and Carers of 1C Hardenbergia, 

Well, the holidays have come and I hope families enjoy some extra quality time together.  

We have been continuing our Cross Country training this week and finalising portfolio pieces. 

Thanks for sending in food for Science experiments.  As you can see from the photo they are 

safely enclosed in plastic and we will look at them after the holidays. 

I have included some photos of recent artworks students did in response to the Eric Carle 

Book, ‘The Artist Who Painted a Blue Horse’. 

A big thanks to those parents who have helped out in the classroom this term.  It’s always 

great to have extra adults in the room to enable small group work. 

Looking forward to seeing some of you at the Cross Country on Friday. 

Janet Clark  
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Woden Community Service School Holiday Program 

WCS is offering a school holiday program on Monday 27 April 2015 at Garran Primary 
School, Gilmore Crescent, Garran from 8.00am to 6.00pm.  Enrolment forms are on 

the WCS website, www.wcs.org.au/childcare/holidayprogram  

Come and join in the fun! 

http://www.wcs.org.au/childcare/holiday


 

1F Hovea News 

The term has come to an end and I find myself looking at some slightly taller, much "cleverer" 

kids, who all deserve some sleep-ins and time to play in the sun.  We enjoyed the performance 

of  Cinderella on Thursday, which captivated us for over an hour.  Opera singers and so much 

laughter.  Thank you to Mrs Roberts for organising that experience. 

We have set up our Science experiments and are very much looking forward to returning to our 

rotten food next term!  Eeewwwwwww! 

I have been sending weekly emails. If you don't receive them it means I don't have your email 

address.  Please let me know if this is the case and I'll add you to my mailing list. 

Have a really super duper holiday and please let your children relax and spend time doing what 

they love.  We have lots to do next term so they'll need all the energy they can muster! 

Julie Ferguson 

1/2H Boronia News 

We all loved the Cinderella performance yesterday by Opera Australia . It certainly was different 

to the version we know. 

The children have been discussing and writing some notes for their Rostrum Speaking topic, Life 

Without Technology. 

So far, speeches have included life without fridges, taps, televisions, telephones, cars and getting 

food in the olden days. 

As it is the end of the term, I have to thank the dedicated group of parents who continue to help 

in our classroom as Guided Reading tutors. Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

The children gain so much from their tutors. 

Have a wonderful well earned rest during the holidays. Remember our first day back to school for 

Term 2 will be Tuesday 28th April. 

Terry Hart 

P A G E  8  T E R M  1   I S S U E  4  

H U G H E S  N E W S  



 

2M Kurrajongs and 2D Waratahs News 

What an amazing, fast paced, busy and creative term we have had.  This term students have 

enjoyed learning about Canberra’s history and what life was like in the past as part of our   

inquiry unit, ‘Canberra, the place to be’.  A few weeks ago, we ventured on an exciting          

excursion to Mount Ainslie and the War Memorial where students mapped  significant places 

in Canberra and learnt about the many ways in which Mount Ainslie is significant.  It was a 

sunny, but windy day and the students represented Hughes superbly showing enthusiasm and 

excitement for learning.  This excursion was our immersion activity leading the students into 

the Geography and Science focus of next term relating to Canberra.  

10 cent Tuesday was incredible!  Thank you to the parents and families who supported Donna 

T-K in raising money to support ‘Walk in her Shoes’ challenge.  We are yet to find out how 

much overall the school raised, but the Waratahs and Kurrajongs certainly made a huge     

contribution. Thank you! 

Students are in the process of writing information reports on Canberra, incorporating their 

learning from the inquiry unit study.  Students have included information about Canberra’s 

history, population, places of significance and events.  They are an exciting read and they have 

been working diligently to complete them this week.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Waratah and Kurrajong parents and    

families for their incredible support throughout this term.  We had had a terrific start to 2015 

and we value your contributions and support.  Have a safe, relaxing and restful holiday break 

and we look forward to seeing you all in Term 2.  

Mat McRae and Ryan Devlin 
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3C & 3S Scribbly Gum and 3T Snow Gum News  

In Week 9, we had a visit from Mr Paul Floyd of Girralang Primary School and his portable      

planetarium.  This immersion activity prompted some really deep thinking about space and will 

launch us into our learning about ‘How has earth’s day/night cycle changed throughout the 

planet’s history?’  

Students really enjoyed the experience and learnt many interesting facts such as the four phases 

of the moon as well as the sizes of the Earth, the Sun and the Moon.  

We have also composed some terrific questions about what else we want to learn next term.  

Lisa Slattery, Sam Thornton and Paul Corrigan  
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Health and PE News  

It has been a very busy term in PE!  

By the time that you read this, the annual Hughes Primary Cross Country Carnival will have been run.  

Students from Preschool to Year 6 have been training hard over the last couple of weeks, and it was 

great to see everyone trying their hardest to put into practice what they have learnt.  Students who 

qualified for the South Weston Carnival will have received a permission note with information about 

the carnival. This needs to be returned to school as soon as possible after the holidays.  

Thirteen students from Years 2 -6 represented Hughes at the South Weston Swimming Carnival at the 

AIS.  I was very proud of their hard work and sportsmanship, with many students setting new personal 

bests.  

In PE classes, Kindergarten have been creating their own dances to music, Years 1 and 2 have been 

practising their overarm throwing and catching, Year 3 have been trying different types of striking  

activities and Year 6 have been learning and applying strategies and tactics to different activities.   

Senior IEC students have been working on their netball skills, and junior IEC classes have been       

practising social skills through soccer and playground games.  Phew!  

Joanna Smith 



 

4S Geebung and 4L Wattle News 

During our inquiry unit we looked at various aspects of Aboriginal culture including Dance, 

Music, Transport, Art, Clothing, Laws and Food.  We also looked at Dreamtime stories and rock 

paintings. 

We created our own paintings from rocks we found around Canberra.  We ground these into 

ochre like powder and added water to make a paste.  Using sticks and our hands we painted a 

human, spirit or animal figures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English we have been looking at improving our creative writing with various aspects of     

figurative language including hyperbole, simile and personification.  We have also been    

working on our Rostrum speeches which will be presented in Week Two of Term 2.  

In Maths we have been estimating and then measuring mass, capacity and temperature. 

 

 

 

 

Taylor writes...... 
 

Parents and students of year 4,  
 

I would like to personally thank all of Year 4 and their parents/carers for being so welcoming 
throughout the past 5 weeks. I am going to miss Hughes, and the amazing students it       
fosters. It is so warming to see Year 4 embrace their learning with such positivity and       

genuine respect for each other as learners and friends. I am so fortunate to have been a part 
of this school community, even for such a short time. Have a wonderful year and vibrant  
holiday away from school.  Don’t forget Year 4, have FUN!  
 

Sincerely, Taylor Johnston  
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5R Bluebell and 5B Dianella News  

Year 5 have had a busy second half of the term.  We’ve had many extra-curricular                 

opportunities such as Autism Awareness Day, an operatic production of Cinderella and       
Harmony Day.  The students have continued with Cricket Clinics and preparation for Cross 
Country. 

In English we have been working on revising comprehension strategies such as Identifying 
Facts and Opinions, Understanding Sequence, and Interpreting Inference.  We have continued 

to learn about narrative texts and have also begun studying exposition writing.  Students have 
been learning about the specific structure, and language and grammatical features of these 
text types, and attempting independent constructions after observing teacher modelling. 

During Maths sessions we have been focusing on multiples and factors, 2D shapes and 3D   

objects.  We’ve also been continuing to focus on mental computation strategies and           
multiplication facts. 

We have been covering History content through our literacy sessions, and have explored     
Indigenous life in Australia before settlement, the reasons for migration to Australia in the 19th 
century, and the development of different settlements around Australia.  We have also     

studied timelines. 

Our Science unit on Climate Change has culminated in students writing a recipe on “How to 

Save the Planet” and an exposition persuading audiences about the existence of climate 
change, the effects of climate change, and the need for all of us to act.  Through our science 
activities, experiments and discussions, students have developed their understanding of this 

serious issue, and are starting to develop informed and passionate opinions about climate 
change.  We have also begun a simulation/motivational system, whereby students can work 
their way up the rungs of the “Year 5 Science Laboratory Staff Members” from ‘Lab Rat’ to 

‘Professor’ by demonstrating scientific behaviour, attitudes and thinking.  The students have 
been very motivated to make their way to the top!  This system will be used next term as well. 

Our Year 5 Science Staff Ladder…  

Our Sea-Level Rise experiment proved that ice in the sea does 

not cause sea level rise when it melts - as the volume of the 
water only replaces the volume of the ice. However, when ice 
on land melts the sea level does rise because the volume of 

the ice/water was additional to regular sea level. 

 

Sally Baker and Liz Aedy  
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5R Bluebell and 5B Dianella News continued  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAPPING THE OCEAN FLOOR- BATHYMETRIC MAPS 
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6PM Grevillea and Bottle Brush News  

End of term has finally arrived on us!  How quickly the time has passed! Reflecting back on the 

term proves that it definitely has been a busy one filled with challenges, fun and amazing  

learning experiences.  From leadership opportunities, to camp and JASON Labs the students 

have been immersed in opportunities that will support their final year of Primary School. 

Weeks 9 and 10 haven’t been a time to slow down either.  Although the weeks have been 

short, the learning we have had to do has not abated.  Year 6’s have been analysing and      

making conclusions based on data from our school’s electricity usage and solar production. This 

data, in conjunction with a visiting guest speaker early next term, will provide the students with 

the knowledge and understandings needed to create a ‘Green Paper’.  The Green Paper will 

outline proposals for action that are needed for energy efficiency in our communities.  

This week we gave feedback to the students for their Rostrum speeches that we received so 

they can use their holidays to polish their content and presentation.  Our class final will take 

place next term as will the school finals. We understand that these speeches on top of the   

other homework expectations can seem overwhelming.  Please encourage your children to do 

the best that they can and we will support them with any troubles they may be having. 

Thank you for all your support this term!  We wish you a relaxing and enjoyable two week 

break. 

Michael McDonald and Kathy Perinovic  
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TERM 2 COMMENCES - TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2015 

 

On Monday 27 April 2015, there will be a day in lieu for ACT public servants,           

including teachers and other employees working in ACT public schools.                  

This is due to ANZAC Day falling on a Saturday this year. 

Term 2 for all ACT public schools will begin on Tuesday 28th April 2015.  It is advised 

that families make necessary alternative arrangements for Monday 27 April 2015 as 

soon as possible, as all public schools will be closed. 

Some outside school hours care providers may be open on the day.    

Please see page 7 in this newsletter for information about the                                                                  

Woden Community Service School Holiday Program. 

 



 

Junior IEC Banksia, Callistemon and Fringed Lily 

It’s been a wonderful term in the Banksia, Callistemon and Fringed 

Lily classrooms.  The children of the junior IEC are such fantastic 

learners with amazingly positive attitudes towards school.  This term, 

they have all made significant advances in speaking English, as well as 

understanding instructions in English.  In addition, they have become 

more independent in their learning, taking greater responsibility in 

completing tasks to a high standard.  All of the children are now 

better able to work in a range of classroom situations, such as: small 

groups, individual tasks, whole-class discussions and one-on-one  

conferencing with teachers.  

A highlight of Term 1 was Harmony day. Harmony Day 

is a very special day at Hughes, particularly for IEC    

students and their families.  It’s a time to celebrate this 

wonderfully diverse world that we live in.  All of the 

children in the IEC were engaged in a range of fantastic 

activities, and enjoyed delicious foods from around the 

globe.  We appreciate all of our lovely parents who 

generously prepared food and volunteered their time 

thus making Harmony Day so memorable. 

Sadly, we say farewell to Mrs Drew, a highly-professional teacher, much-loved colleague and 

integral part of the IEC.  Mrs Drew is due to have her baby in June…a boy!  We wish Mrs Drew 

and her family the very best, and hope to see her return to the IEC, some day in the              

not-too-distant future.  

Many of the students across the Junior IEC are graduating 

this term.  We are so proud of the advances they have made 

in their English acquisition and the readiness they have 

shown towards their next step into mainstream classes.  We 

will all miss the students who are leaving Hughes and wish 

them and their families all the very best.  

Warm regards from the IEC Junior teachers and staff. 

Ms Cleary, Mr White and Mrs Drew, Miss Cathy, Miss Brooke and Miss Yukari  
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IECS Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Blue Lily News  

Congratulations to all students as we come to the end of a very hard working term.  Special 

congratulations to our graduating students as they start their learning experiences in a     

mainstream class, having built a beginning foundation of English understanding.  

We are completing our exploration of the concept Identity by writing a descriptive                

autobiography about ourselves.  This has helped us to focus on the language features that are 

used when writing about ourselves, in the '1st person' as well as about other people such as 

family and friends by using the '3rd person' perspective.  The students have also exercised 

choice as they reflect about the content to include in their writing.  

We have also enjoyed participating in some whole school events recently, which have helped 

us to explore the identity of what it means to be a student at school in Australia.  We counted 

and totalled our coin donations for '10c Tuesday'.  We cooperated in small groups to think of a 

design for a puzzle piece for Bluegum, raising our awareness of Autism.  We have also been 

training hard to increase our endurance for the Cross Country Carnival on Friday.  

May you enjoy Autumn in Canberra during the school holidays.  Good luck to students starting 

at a different school in Term 2.  We look forward to seeing all other students back at school on 

Tuesday 28th April. 

Bronwyn Singh and Jasmina Tarle  
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Art News  

This week we were lucky enough to have the Opera Australia production of Cinderella visit 

our school.  It was an amazing experience - we were all blown away by the quality of the     

production!  The voices were incredible, the set was very clever and there were lots and lots 

of laughs.  It is a very rare opportunity to have such a high quality production visit a school 

and we hope they will be able to visit again next year.  

Best wishes for a relaxing holiday! 

Steph Roberts, Arts Specialist 
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In many developing countries, women and girls have to walk long distances each day to 
access food, water and healthcare for their family, leaving little time for education or paid 
work.  CARE is working to change that!    
This year, in Australia,  

SO FAR 3,313 WALKERS                        

HAVE RAISED  $ 783,920 

I would like to thank all students, staff and 
families for their generous support of this 
cause.   I would like to also thank those      
parents who very kindly gave their time to 
count the money and take it to the bank.   I 
am truly humbled by the support of all in this   
endeavour. 
 
Sincerely, 
Donna 
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DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

APRIL 2015 
 

Monday  27th   Public Holiday 
Tuesday  28th   First day of Term 2 
Wednesday 29th   NAPLAN Info Session, 3.00-4.00pm in library 

Wednesday 29th   Information Night for 2016 prospective students, including Preschool 
     6.00pm in library 
 
MAY 2015 

 
Mon-Wed   4-6th   Kindergarten Health Checks 
Tuesday  5th   South Weston Cross Country 

Friday  8th   Assembly 1.45pm  
Tuesday  12th   Preschool Pirate Pete 
Friday  15th   Preschool Pirate Pete  

Tuesday  19th   ICAS Digital Technologies  
Friday  22nd   Assembly 1.45pm  
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Preschool Enrolments 2016 
 

Do you have a child who turns 4 by April 30th 2016? 

Do you live in Hughes? 

Enrolments for Preschool open on 28th April and close on 5th June. 
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