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Hughes Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal People, the traditional owners and custodians of this land.

Principal’s Message
Dear Hughes PS families,
DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
Please see
page 3
Principal:
Nina McCabe
Deputy Principal:
Sarah Harris
Executive Teacher:
Kirsty Stewart
Executive Teacher:
Nicole Merchant
Preschool Teacher:
Susan Jones
Business Manager:
Gaye Broad
School Secretary:
Karen Stone-Tolcher
IEC Office:
Pansy Sung
P&C President:
Kate Diggle
Board Chairperson:
Tony Cox

These requirements will remain in
From the Board: Please take the time place for at least one week, until
11.59pm Wednesday 30 June 2021.
to read the board report from our
ACT Health will continue to monitor
school board chair, Tony Cox,
the situation very closely and put in
following my principal report.
place further directions if required in
School holiday travel and COVID-19:
order to keep our community
As we head into the school holidays,
safe. Further information on these
it is important to note the ACT
requirements is available on the
Government has updated travel
COVID-19 website.
directions for people considering
travelling to COVID-19 affected areas ACT Cross Country Carnival:
Congratulations to Archer, Aria and
of New South Wales. The ACT
Zavi who represented Hughes PS at
Government advises people should
the ACT cross country carnival at
not be travelling between Greater
Stromlo Forest Park last week. Archer
Sydney and the ACT at this time. If
th
you must travel for essential reasons, came 36 in his age group, Aria came
20th and Zavi came 9th. Zavi would
you must abide by all public health
have qualified for nationals but due
directions in place in NSW and the
to COVID19, won’t be held this year.
ACT. This includes changing travel
We are so incredibly proud of Archer,
plans and adhering to public health
Aria and Zavi!
instructions upon your return. At
4.00pm Wednesday 23 June, the ACT On behalf of all staff, have a
Government introduced a new ‘stay- wonderful school holiday break and
at-home’ requirement for anyone
we will see everyone back rested and
who leaves the following seven Local rejuvenated for the start of Term 3
Government Areas of Greater Sydney on Monday 12 July.
and enters the ACT – City of Sydney, Warm regards,
Waverley, Randwick, Canada Bay,
Nina McCabe, Principal
Inner West, Bayside and Woollahra.

Be Kind & Try Your Best, Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be A Learner
Groom Street HUGHES ACT 2605
www.hughesps.act.edu.au

Phone: 6142 0730
Email: info_hughesps@ed.act.edu.au
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23 June 2021

Dear Hughes Primary School Community,
It is my great privilege to introduce myself as the new School Board Chairperson. This
being my first report to you all, I’d like to begin by saying what a pleasure it is to be
involved with Nina and the other members of the Board, but also to be a member of
the Hughes Primary Community. Thank you all for all that you do for your children,
each other, the teachers and all involved in the school. We have a wonderful
community and one that clearly cares. As Board Chairperson, I look forward to playing
my part in ensuring that the Board serves the school, the Principal and the broader
community by focusing on strategic issues and activities into the future.
To date this year the Board has met twice. As part of these meetings we attend to the school finances including
the Directorate wide mandated change of practice for all schools from using MAZE to Sentral Finance and Xero.
An enormous amount of work has been undertaken by Gaye and Karen in attending training on the change and
use of the new system. Other finance related activities discussed have included the highly successful Slime
Spectacular, plans for the construction of the multipurpose courts and voluntary contributions.
Other agenda items have included discussion around reporting, assessment, curriculum, communication,
staffing and inclusivity practices. A draft Reconciliation Action Plan was shared at our most recent meeting. An
enormous amount of time and effort has gone into the development of this document. Currently it is still in the
development phase but personally I am excited about the work being undertaken in this area at Hughes
Primary.
We are extremely fortunate at Hughes to have teachers and executive staff lead by Nina as Principal who are
dedicated, caring, highly professional and approachable. Teachers are very happy to speak with parents and
carers and welcome communication with them as is required from time to time. If you have the need or desire
to communicate with a teacher, member of the Executive or Nina they are all happy to help. Please remember
if you wish to meet with a teacher, seeking a mutually agreed upon time is courtesy.
The school utilises a wide array of communication strategies. Information can be found in the newsletter and is
constantly updated on Seesaw. As Board Chair, I encourage you all to communicate with myself and/or the
other members of the Board, but request please if you can, to use the Board email:
hughesboard01@gmail.com. We are a friendly bunch and can of course be contacted in person especially if you
see us in school. Use of the email however, ensures that we can follow up, keep on top of communication and
enables us to provide you with the respect that you deserve by way of providing considered and appropriate
responses which is something we can’t guarantee if we are at school picking up or dropping off the kids. Please
note that not all matters are Board matters. Having said that, we are more than happy to help direct your
concerns to the most appropriate person/s to help address your questions, concerns and comments.
Board reports such as this will be included in the final newsletter of each term, and I will be attending at least
one P&C meeting each term commencing next term. We are committed to ensuring that we are in touch with
our community and look forward to forging strong partnerships with the P&C and all stakeholders at Hughes
Primary.
I wish you all a safe, happy and enjoyable term break and look
forward to what promises to be an exciting Term 3.
Cheers,
Tony Cox
School Board Chairperson
HUGHES
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Sarah Dziedzic
Parent Representative
School Board

Michelle Mason
Parent Representative
School Board
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JULY
Monday

12

First day of Term 3

Monday

19

Year 6 Excursion

Tuesday

27

Owls School Photos

Thursday

29

Butterflies School Photos
Primary School Photos

AUGUST
Thursday

5

Athletics Carnival (tentative)

Wednesday

11

Year 5 Combined Band

Mon-Fri

16-20

Year 2 Aqua Safe Swimming

Wednesday

25

CEIS

Wed-Fri

1-3

3/4 Camp

Friday

10

School Disco

Saturday

11

P&C Trivia Night

Friday

17

Last day of Term 3

SEPTEMBER
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Have you applied for a Respite Effect and Recovery Grant yet?
Are you a person with disability, or a family carer? Have you experienced increased financial
pressures, a loss of regular activities, and/or increased social isolation as a result of COVID-19?
The ACT COVID-19 Disability Strategy is offering Respite Effect and Recovery Grants that provide
financial support as a one-off payment, of up to $500, to adults and children with disability and
their family carers. These Grants provide the opportunity for families of people with disability to
reduce the impact of COVID-19 and to assist with community recovery.
Already under this program 195 applications have been approved to a total of $96,625. This
funding has supported people with disability and their families to reduce the impact of COVID-19
by providing help for things like paying bills, spending a weekend away, or purchasing technology
that increases their connection to friends and family.
The Respite Effect and Recovery Grants are open right now and have just received an extra
$50,000 in ACT Government funding. Applications close when funding is exhausted, and will be
processed on a first-in, first served-basis – so apply today!
For more information and to apply for assistance, visit a participating organisation, or see the
Respite Effect and Recovery Grant Program Guidelines.

Office for Mental Health and Wellbeing naming competition – youth mental health navigation
portal
The ACT Government’s Office for Mental Health and Wellbeing is asking all ACT primary and
secondary students to help them name a dedicated youth mental health online portal.
The portal is being developed for children and young people to help navigate Canberra’s mental
health system and supports. It’s also available to help parents, carers and service providers link
up with existing services and supports.
The ACT Government is running a naming competition and wants to hear from students – to
enter they just need to send a suggested name and a few words about why they chose it. Email
entries to OfficeForMHW@act.gov.au by 30 June 2021.

The winning entry will be chosen by the ACT Youth Advisory Committee.
You can also email the Office for more information about the portal. Please see link below:
https://actedu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/Intranet-Education/Shared%20Documents/20210615%
20-%20SB%20-%20W9N9%20-%20YMH%20Portal%20Name%20Comp-Flyer-Print-to%20size.pdf?
csf=1&web=1&e=fLXue7
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Piano Teachers:
Emma Drew 0451 373 221
emsmusic@yahoo.com
Katrina Rivera
0466 559 347
katrinariverapiano@gmail.com
For mums social outings:
Hughesps-mums@googlegroups.com
To join email 2emmadrew@gmail.com
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